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Introduction
The documentation of the South Asian Youth Camp, hereby abbreviated as SAYC, focuses on the
inaugural event, theme sessions, youth to youth discussions, workshops, the youth charter and
the concluding event as well as on the youth charter to further promote and sustain peace and
equality in South Asia. The documentation displays the segments of the SAYC on a theme
chronology.

The event: The SAYC was held in Pune from February 01 – 05, 2010. A total of 61 participants
from India, Bangladesh, Nepal, Maldives, Mauritius, Afghanistan and Bhutan had participated in
this 5 day youth camp. Though 34 participants from Pakistan were expected to participate they
were denied the VISA at the last moment. The main program venue & stay arrangements of the
participants were made at the YMCA-Young Men's Christian Association, Pune. The Plenary
lectures were held on Democracy, Diversity, Plurality, Youth Participation, Governance and Global
Warming. The SAYC took place at various institutes, colleges and venues in the city of Pune,
where eminent personalities were invited to address the participants on these themes. The
program also involved skill building workshops on dance, film making, theatre and newsletter
writing. The event concluded with the participants declaring a 'youth charter' as an action plan of
how the SAYC with its spirit will sustain and how it can contribute in enhancing democratic
development in South Asian countries.

Establishment: The first camp, International Conference on Youth and Democracy in South
Asia, was organized in 2007. Around 100 youngsters from South Asian countries participated and
deliberated on various issues of Peace and Harmony. One of the outcomes of the 2007 program
was to meet again after 2 years and see how organizations could work together towards building
peace.

Objectives: The South Asian Youth Camp is a continuation of the International Conference on
Youth and Democracy in South Asia. SAYC believes that youth is the catalyst to get people
involved in their community and to make a difference towards gender equality, environmental
protection and democratic development. If we look at South Asia today we shall find that
problems around these topics are visible in all countries of this region. To promote and work
towards sustainable peace at the Indian subcontinent we need young people from India and its
neighbouring countries. The youth of today senses that the diversities should be understood and
not fought and can be encouraged to bring peace in this region. But overall youth must play a vital
role because they are the torch bearers of the future. Therefore we need to create the space and
the platform to share views, ideas and dreams and finally come to terms with many different
cultures in this globalized world and to make youth a change agent in all South Asian countries.
So this is an appeal to all the youth to come forward and
"Be The Catalyst to Change!"
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Inaugural event
South Asian Youth Camp started on the
01 Feb 2010 with a full swing at YMCA,
Pune. The event began with a play staged
on the theme ‘what is tolerance?’ put up
by the volunteers of Youth4Change which
was appreciated by all present.
The Honourable Mayor of Pune city, Mr.
Mohan Singh Rajpal inaugurated the
session and spoke on the values of
having good thoughts. He emphasised on
how everyone in society should live
without bringing about any bias based on
religion, state, culture, etc. “The future is
in the hands of the youth” said Mr Rajpal.
The 'souvenir magazine' of SAYC 2010
was released by him.
We also had Mr. Ahmed Ameez from Maldives who spoke of the role of youth being the key player
in changing the phase of the society. He felt that the youth should raise its voice against all the
atrocities that are taking place in the world. Youth is the key factor and they should be involved in
the nation’s development activities and key reforms. He talked about how platforms like SAYC
should be encouraged more around the world in order to make the voice of the youth to be heard
loud and clear and to share ideas and experiences on how they can bring a change in the world.
From India another participant of the youth camp, Ms Chetana Mankar spoke of women
empowerment and how women should be included in every aspect of the society, from the
economy of the country to the very basics like their role in a relationship. She also spoke of the
elders playing an important role in guiding the youth in making important decisions. “Just voicing
out opinions is not enough; we need guidance from the elders too.” “Do not drown in self-pity but
have a positive approach to life” is what she concluded to everyone.
Also present at the event was Ms. Nisha Agarwal,
CEO, Oxfam India spoke of the role of gender
equality in South Asia. She made a comparison
against Cambodia due to one of her previous
visits there. She stated that she felt that the
people there were more in acceptance of women
having equal status as men. She commented that
this concern should be addressed more urgent in
the South Asian regions and for this SAYC would
be the first step in the right direction. She also
said that Oxfam is going to put a major focus on
youth and citizenship for future activities.
Famed film actor and social activist Mr. Farooque Shaikh shared his thoughts with audience on
prioritising peace. He stressed the importance of really interacting with each other and not merely
tolerating. “Differences should be celebrated”, said Mr. Shaikh. He believes that India, being a
global village based on its cultural diversities and heritage, should focus on peace and how that is
the only option for all matters in the world.
Mathew Mattam, Secretary, CYDA introduced the purpose and theme of the program while
Vandana Rai, Program Director CYDA concluded the inaugural session of SAYC.
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Theme discussions
Diversity – FLAME Institute
The lecture on Diversity was conducted at FLAME,
Foundation of Liberal Arts and Management
Education. FLAME is an educational institute,
committed to Liberal Education and encourages the
globally-acknowledged philosophy of education to
give space for inter-disciplinary studies and gives
students a broad, diverse view of the world.
Mr. Parag Shah, the current Director of FLAME,
welcomed the participants and stated in his
speech: `Liberal education comprehends the
empathy to look on one issue from multiple levels
and therefore to have the ability to accept diversity
and co-existents. ’

Dr.Ram Puniyani at FLAME

The facilitator, Dr. Ram Puniyani held an interactive session with the youth participants on
diversity & plurality. In his session he pointed out that religion is often misused for political goals
and therefore dividing humanity but religion in its nature is standing for moral values and is always
a mirror of society with multi-facets. He further stated that conflicts regarding diversity are always
a part of society but that it is up to us to interact beyond geographical barriers to embrace the
world.

Climate Change & Global Warming YMCA
Adv. Vandana Chavan, Pune´s Former Mayor
and social activist, shared a lot of interesting
and global facts in terms of how climate change
is affecting our daily life. One of the most
shocking highlights during her session has
been the slides of melting glaciers. She
commented: `It will cause rising sea levels and
whole countries like the Maldives will vanish. By
2013 the North Pole will not be left with any ice
depositions. ’
Adv.Vandana Chavan for the handprints

Apart from pointing out problems, the main discussion focused on how to prevent global warming
and which efforts can be taken by all of us. She suggested 5 Green Solutions and made the
request to change our lifestyle: 1) Use public transport 2) Eat local food 3) Save water 4) Use
video conference, avoid travelling 5) Switch off lights etc / especially the main plug
Dr. N. G. Hegde chaired the session by saying `We have to participate in governance. We have to
make it mandatory to have good public transport and to segregate wet and dry garbage. Some
states like Gujarat already came out with a climate policy, let’s follow those examples.’
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Good Governance & Democracy – MIT, School of Government
The MIT- School of Government invited the participants of SAYC
to address the challenges and solutions of democracies in South
Asia. Mr.Nixon Fernando, centre head of SOG, first clarified on
the definition of democracy:
By the people, of the people, for the people!
The session was highly interactive and quite argumentative at
some point as the youth shared their views on development
issues, governmental tasks and future challenges.
Some confronting statements were made by Indian participant
Sanjiv Soni who said: `Right wings are inflicting the North of
India and what is the government doing about it? Nothing! ’
Saroj Budhathoki (in the inset) from Nepal claimed for his
country to be considered as a sovereign & independent country
and not as a part of either India or China.

Saroj Budhathoki from Nepal

Youth Participation & Society Movements
Mr. Kumar Saptarishi, President of Gandhi Smarak, held his session on Youth Participation and
made a clear point that we should not feel proud or guilty in respect to our caste we are belonging
to. He stated that society started to change. In the past Naxalites, Russians and Cubans used
weapons to change society. When people are taking up arms nowadays, they have ulterior
motives rather than changing society. Infact, they
have started enjoying the use of weapons.
He addressed everyone to teach and upgrade the
understanding of the common people; democracy
needs general understanding and not weapons, it
needs interaction and therefore good writers and
speakers. He mentioned the importance of youth
participation and how the energy can be
channelised.

The topic on 'Civil Society Movements' was
facilitated by Mr. Jatin Desai, Human rights activist & Jt.secretary, India chapter of PIPFPD Pakistan India People's Forum for Peace and Democracy. He addressed every participating
country and mentioned at least one movement in each of them.
He spoke about the Pashtun people in Afghanistan who were the main ethnic group in the
movement during the Soviet war and the rise and fall of the Taliban. He talked about Bhutan and
its first democratically elections in 2009 and mentioned that people in Bhutan are not much
involved in civil society movements since they keep up a high human happiness index regardless
their low human right index. He spoke about Sheikh Hasina and her remarkable election in
Bangladesh and how reserved seats for men in the ministries were given to women, like the home
and foreign ministry.
He concluded his session by saying; ‘Peace can not be there without democracy and democracy
can not be there without peace.’
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Masculinity and Gender in South Asia

Anand Pawar with participants

Mr. Anand Pawar, Director of SAMYAK, addressed
the participants on the issue of Masculinity and
Gender in South Asia. His first request led straight
to laughter when he asked the participants to
posture a man; what is a typical gesture to
characterize a man? Obviously everyone naturally
related masculinity to a man and eventually came
up with a posture of power and strength.
He explained that the defects in society cause
gender inequalities and are not a reflection of a
person’s potential. If equal opportunities are given
to both genders then these issues will not become points of conflict. However respondents did say
that opposite characteristics is essential because they form the foundation of mutual
understanding.

Role of Media in creating peace in South Asia
Mr. Ujjwal K. Chowdhury, Director of ISBM of
Inter talked about traditional ideals in media and
how it changes; ‘In the past people got divided
in producer and consumer. Nowadays with the
internet as a dominant medium every person
who is using it, can be producer and consumer
at the same time and we is having the
possibility of democratising media.
He further said that physical communication and
virtual communication has to go hand in hand to
create a stable society. ‘If you are just virtually
active you will never be able to have a social life
and if you are just directly active you will never
increase your connectivity.’
He also talked about how the government is using media and the consequences in misusing it.
He put up a current issue about the film “My name is Khan” as an example and explained: ‘When
Shahrukh Khan was just giving an opinion that Pakistan was the best equal cricket team then it is
a fact and not even just an opinion. It is a fact that the team played well and the government has
to appreciate it. And even though there is an Indian – Pakistan conflict doesn’t mean that it makes
the Pakistan cricket team any less good. And why is anyone or a party in Maharashtra doing so
badly and taking up this issue to get some mileages in the media?’
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Exposures
PMC – Pune Municipal Corporation
The authorities at Pune Municipal Corporation
gave detailed information on what kind of
initiatives they are taking to tackle the city´s
problems. In the beginning they described
Pune city to the participants and how it
changed the past years. They gave detailed
information about their task to solve
environmental issues like the water
transportation to the city, the garbage
disposal, traffic congestion. It was an
enlightening fact that PMC is one of the first to
address segregation of garbage disposal. Finally Mr. V. Kulkarni proposed that Pune would be
pollution free by 2015.
Another highly discussed topic has been about medical and health facilities. PMC explained how
they tackled the H1N1 virus during the high period of infection in Pune and how they are taking
action to prevent female foeticide and illegal abortions. Criticism were raised that abortion is not
just doctor’s responsibility but couples and the couple’s families as well. They should be liable to
take on responsibility and support each other.
In the end everyone agreed that it is not just PMC or government's responsibility to work on the
addressed issues but each one has to perform their duties as moral citizens, to bring about the
change we need to see!

Azam Campus
The session at Azam Campus started with a short theatre
skit, followed by kids dancing to the tune of national
integrity. The opening speech was given by the Chairman
of Azam Campus Mr. Munawar Peerbhoy. He expressed
some memorable thoughts on global warming and the way
we treat our environment: `It took millions of years for
species to evolve but mankind is destroying it in seconds. ’
But also the issue of prejudice was addressed when
Shamimul Islam, one of the participants from Bangladesh,
was telling about the difficulties he had gone through, when
he was applying for the visa to attend SAYC. He also
mentioned the misconception which he built up about
India when he got almost denied the access.
Also spontaneous speeches of the participants and many
relevant questions they asked on topics like; terrorism and
the problem of war in Afghanistan provoked many to react.
Debates on cinema, influence of westernization, student
politics in colleges or a day in a life of the other helped the
participants to express their views and opinions amongst
themselves as well. The participants quickly realized that
At the Azam campus

they have more similarities than they thought of. Youth in South Asia is sharing the same kind of
lifestyle but all of them are feeling the urgent need to build up their potential in
any way to take
on responsibility towards society. The group on college politics discussed the fact that every
participating country is having a democratically structure and is even matching German college
politics, due to a German volunteer from CYDA.
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Gurudwara
The participants were taken to the religious
place of the Sikhs, the Gurudwara. The
hosts Prof.Chahal & Mr.Charanjit Sahni
gave a detailed understanding of Sikhism
and its tenets to all present there.
Prof.Chahal provided an insight into the
Sikh religion and its philosophy, Sikh code
of conduct and history. The hosts were
kind enough to address all the various
queries of participants, ranging from
inheritance, legacy, women empowerment,
values etc.
Address at the prayer hall of Gurudwara

In the end the youth of SAYC participated in the ‘Langar’ service i.e food made & served at the
Gurudwara to hundreds of people everyday, free of cost. This served as a good example of
humility being a channel to bridge the differences in cultures.

Zahirul Islam of Bangladesh posing a query

Participants at the langar service
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Skill
Skill building workshops
Film making
On the first day the film making group went to the National Film
Archive of India to have an introduction about the various facets of
film. Dr. P. K. Nair addressed the youngsters about how to get
familiar with the equipment as well as how to make a selection of
what you are going to record:
`How to operate the equipment for film making can always be
learned, but that alone is not enough! Experiences in this field are
always important but beside that you have to interact with people,
pick up images and sounds to finally make a selection of your own
choice. The impressions are a variety from person to person and
can not be selected spontaneously. ’ Later on he talked about the
history of film making and how it started before coming to the
categorisation of non-story films (documentations) and story films.
In the end, the Dutch short movie “Glass” was screened to make the participants aware of the
various details in films.
The next day the participants had a class about
the basic aesthetics of camera angles and how to
choose them to enhance the story telling aspect
of a film. This class was taken by Mr.Prabudha
Ghosh a well known photographer and
cinematographer.

Prabudha Ghosh at the addressal

Afterwards the participants chose the theme of
'unity in diversity' as the message they wanted to
show in their own film and wrote a script for the
same. After the film was shot participants were
guided by Prof.Ashwin Ramanathan, faculty at

FTII for editing. He held a session and demonstrated the youngsters as how to edit a film so as to
get the best out of the footage shot for a film.
The film was showcased at the concluding event where it got a heartfelt applause from all those
present.

First hand at camera ….and… action!!
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Theatre
The theatre group and its resource persons, Ms. Gauri
Konge & Mr. Prashant Uthale, worked on a play regarding
environmental issues to make aware of the current situation
and its following consequences if we do not change our
habits. The messages of the play;
Stop wasting the need of others
Save trees Save lives
Read with heart
To come up with a good result in just five days, Ms. Gauri
gave a short introduction about theatre and advised the
participants how to express themselves properly: `First
you have to get to know each other to build up
confidence and trust within your group. Later on you start
focusing on your own personality, observe the character
you have to play. Improve yourself internally and see the
good things you have created instead of looking at others
and pointing out mistakes.
Look
Breathe
Speak
Look

- focus on your role
– release your tension
– speak your dialogue
– make sure you got understood

Dance
Dr. Shilpa Pendse, a kathak based folk artiste
familiarized the participants with the art of
dance. She briefed the participants of this
workshop on “Lavani”, a traditional
maharashtrian folk dance and choreographed
a routine with them in the 5 days.

Dr. Pendse patiently presented the
participants how to perform this kind of dance
with the right expression and repeated every
single step over and over again with every
one until the “Lavani” has been rehearsed
perfectly to get performed on stage.
After the workshop Ms. Pendse stated: `I was working with a group of people who were really
looking forward to learn a new style of dance which they have never heard of. They were so
disciplined and enthusiastic that they used to practice on their own and be ready before I would
even reach the venue for the official training session. I believe that anyone who has a passion for
dance can do every different style of dancing.'
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Newsletter writing
A Group of almost twenty enthusiastic youngsters
came together on the first day, to be briefed on
'newsletter' making by Mr.Vijay Lele, the former
editor of the Maharashtra Herald. He spoke about
how information in general could qualify to be a
news item but also addressed everybody on what
a news letter article is compiled of. Mr. Lele
mentioned that the reporters should enjoy the
sessions and had given the advice to keep the
ears open especially during the time when there
were no formal sessions because then the real
opinions could come forward. Before the formal
sessions the young reporters were given a small
assignment to compile a small article about the event afterwards. On the third day the design
format was given out and the team worked hard under the guidance of Mr. Lele to finalize the
newsletter on the next day.

Participants exchanging notes!
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Voice of Youth: Youth
Youth Charter
The youth charter was conducted on the last day of the SAYC. Every attending country had
chosen representatives to discuss on how to work towards a better South Asia. In the end they
declared that they want to play a role of importance in politics, media and economy. Therefore the
following points were agreed on:
1. Youth can play a major role to ensure peace in South Asia by understanding each other
and sharing views and opinions.
2. A lot of misunderstanding prevails because of biased news clippings, South Asian Youth
Camp participants will make it their task to inform each other about the local situation in
our countries through the sharing of articles via social networks on the internet.
3. We shall ensure equal representation of both genders at all levels.
4. We commit to create a platform to encourage the respect for each other’s views and
opinions through different activities such as
• Making documentary films
• Start youth organizations in country where such organizations don’t exist or fail to
be effective.
5. We pledge to protect our environment and take our stand against global warming through
individual activities such as
• Tree plantation drives
• Switch off electronic devises when we don’t use them
• Stop wasting water, electricity and fuel
6. We shall exercise our right to vote and spread the importance of voting throughout our
personal networks.
7. Avoid wastage of food and water thereby encourage conservation of natural resources and
spread the message to others
•

Bangladesh will host the South Asian Youth Camp of 2011 in Dhaka.

We strongly believe that regions are many and diverse but reason and goodness are one!
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Conc
Concluding event
The SAYC concluded on February 05, 2010 with a
grand finale. The Shanti Sunder Hall at YMCA was
open to the public and many people joined the last
hours of this memorable event. The show started with
the emcees thanking our supporters and giving
everyone present a small overview about the previous
days followed by welcoming the chief guest Ms.
Arnavaz Damania, former President of women's
hockey federation, who presented the result of the first
workshop by releasing the SAYC 'Newsletter'. Also
present were Prof. Belke, President of CYDA and Mr. Shirish Kulkarni, Oxfam India who thanked
CYDA for giving this great opportunity of sharing views to youngsters and encourage them to work
towards a peaceful South Asia.
It was time for the participants to share their experience and views with all present. Shamimul
Islam and Hasan Mohammad from Bangladesh started to talk about the difficulties they had to go
through before getting their visa for the SAYC. Furthermore they said that they were surprised
how devoted Indians are when it comes to religion but at the same time they also felt that religion
is the ultimate way to sustain peace. Shamimul concluded his speech by saying: ‘We are all the
same and I could not feel any differences among us. From now on I am from South Asia and not
just from Bangladesh.’
Saroj Budhathoki and Nilesh Shrestha from Nepal perceived the SAYC as a memorable
experience. They are aware of the mental differences between India and Nepal but nevertheless
those two countries are still sharing trust, love and friendship which is going on and on an on.
Saroj additionally commented on his speech at the MIT: ‘What I have said at MIT has been
appreciated by all of my fellow participants and volunteers. What I have said could not have been
said in any other country but in India as a democracy.
Siddharth Ojha from India and Abdul Hasib Dellawar
from Afghanistan deeply felt themselves as members
of a united world and that this is leading to a great
collation. They felt sorry that Pakistan could not be a
part of this SAYC but they would like to see their
Pakistani friends next time!
Marcellino Etienne from Mauritius and Hussain
Faiyaz from the Maldives added that this camp was
for the betterment of all their relations; ‘We will use
the knowledge we have gained and spread it within our own communities amongst the
youngsters.
Hussain also talked on behalf of his country and
made everyone aware that the beauty of the
Maldives is going to disappear. He requested
once more to utilize resources for our all good.
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The cultural theme of the evening was opened with ‘Lavani’, a performance by the participants of
the dance workshop. This was remarkable and cheered up every single person in the room with
their expressive show.
The theatre workshop presented their act conveying the importance of conserving environment
and left an expression of deep thoughts with their message on everyone’s mind.
The surprise element of the evening was the performance of traditional dance by the students
from Afghanistan. The audience cheered with a thunderous applause and thoroughly enjoyed
every minute, making it even more a great success.
At the end of it all, we feel that peace needs to begin at oneself and it will spread further.

We are the world!
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Gratitude
We wish to thank everyone who made the South Asian Youth Camp a great success; the
participants for their great enthusiasm, the advisory board members for their permanent support
and guidance, the resource persons and our panel for sharing their views and spreading their
wisdom, the patrons for their trust and vital support and the organizing committee with its
volunteers for their effort and unremittingly work they have put in the preparation of this fantastic
event!
We feel a true connection to everyone and hope to continue and deepen our relationship in the
coming years.

Advisory Board Members
Adv. Vandana Chavan – Former Mayor of Pune and a social activist
Ms. Arnavaz Damania – Former president of Women´s Hockey Federation, India
Dr. N. G. Hegde – President of B.A.I.F
Mr. Farooque Sheikh – Veteran Film Actor and a social activist
Mr. Munawar Peerbhoy – Chairman of Haji Gulam Mohd. Azam Education Trust
Dr. S. B. Mujumdar – Founder Director of Symbiosis University, Pune
Dr. R. G. Pardeshi – Principal of Fergusson College, Pune

Resource Persons
Dr. P. K. Nair – Founder Director of the National Film Archive of India – Film workshop
Vijay Lele – senior journalist & media consultant – Newsletter workshop
Dr. Shilpa Pendse – A kathak based folk dancer and choreographer – Dance workshop
Ms. Gauri Konge & Mr. Prashant Uthale – Theater workshop

Panel of facilitators
Mr. Farooque Shaikh - Democracy
Dr. Ram Puniyani – Diversity & Plurality
Adv. Vandana Chavan & Dr. N. G. Hegde – Global warming & climate change
Prof. Ujjwal K. Chowdhury – Role of the media in creating peace in South Asia
Mr. Anand Pawar - Masculinity and gender issues
Authorities at the School of Government, MIT – Good governance
Mr. Jatin Desai – Civil society movements
Mr. Kumar Saptarishi – Youth participation
Organizing Committee
ALERT – Association for Leadership Education Research and Training
Creative Foundation
HRLD – Human Rights and Law Defenders, Pune
Navmaharashtra Yuva Abhiyan
PIPFPD – Pakistan India Peoples´Forum for Peace and Democracy
SIMC – Symbiosis Institute of Media and Communication
Sarathi
Youth4Change – The youth wing of CYDA
Youth2Youth – A youth organisation
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Team at work
Program Incharge
Vandana Raj
Program coordinators
Neha Jadhav & Shirin Ibrahim Shaikh
Registration
Tanya Ginwala & Anvita Upponi
Food & Accommodation
Rahul Sankpal & Navin Runda
Travel
Satish Bansode & Sahil Malik
Media & Publicity
Shilpa S. Chandra & Victoria Reimann
Creatives & Design
Ashok Nirgulkar & Anurag Ramgopal
Documentation
Mira Krozer & Daniela Eiben
Technical Equipment
Omkar Sonawane
Others
Sachin Nambiar
Waltraud Köhler
Priyashanker Ghosh

List of Volunteers
Aarti Iyengar, Abhijeet Nandy, Abhishek Nilamber, Aditya Nagarmat, Aditya Ozarkar, Ajeet
Torgalkar, Ameya Jagtap, Amira Pansare, Anshul Goenka, Aseem Rastogi, Chetana Mankar,
Devyani Khati, Dipali Kamble, Harsh Agarwal, Karthik Ganapathi, Katharina Mentel, Kevin
Wanyonyi, Kundan Ulhas Attarde, Lawrence Luyombya, Mohi Athavale, Namita Shah, Prasoon,
Rubab Birjandi, Sahil Malik, Saira Naik, Sameer Narkhede, Sandeep Kadam, Saugat Banerjee,
Sheela Mohite, Shreedhar Kamble, Shruti Raje, Smruti Nayak, Soumya Kulshrestha, Sunil
Deshmukh, Swati Kaushal, Tushar Nilamber, Urvashi Jadhav
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